
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Problem Solving Tips 

 

Problem 

Solving 

 

+− 
 

X     ÷ 



K 
What do I Know? 
Numbers, amounts, measurements, etc. 
 

A 
What is Asked?  
How much? The difference? Total? Altogether? Fewer? More than? 
 

D 
What do I Do?   
Add (+), subtract (-), multiply (x), divide (÷) or a combination? 

Keywords 

+ − 
 

 add 

 total 

 altogether (or multiply?) 

 sum 

 both 

 plus 

 increase 
 

 
 

 

 fewer 

 difference 

 more than 

 decrease 

 minus 

 

 left 

 needed to 

 remains 

 subtract 

 take away 
 
 
 

 
 

× ÷ or   

 times 

 multiplied by 

 product 

 groups of 

 double (x2) 

 triple (x3) 

 every 
 
 

 
 

 share 
(equally) 

 split 

 equal (parts) 

 divided by 

 into 

 out of 

 half of ( ÷2) 

 quarter of ( ÷4) 
 

REMEMBER: 

 Always read a problem at least twice. 
 Check whether there is more than one step needed to complete the problem. 
 Draw a picture to help you. 
 Re-read the problem when finished. 

 

 What is the difference? 

 How many more/greater? 

 How much more/greater? 

 How many less/fewer? 


